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M. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to appear
before this distinguished commttee. | welcone the chance to
nmeet with you today to tal k about Kosovo and the vital work the
menbers of Anmerica’s arned forces are doing there for our Nation
and for the world.

Let me begin by recognizing the young nen and wonen who did
the heavy lifting during Operation ALLI ED FORCE and who are now
on the ground in Kosovo.

Whet her flying in the dangerous skies over Serbia, turning
wrenches on the rainy ranps at Aviano Air Base, bringing in
relief supplies and building safe havens for refugees in Al bania
or at Fort Dix, or patrolling the streets of Kosovo, they have
performed superbly with great skill, determ nation, and courage.
Qur success in the air canpaign is the direct result of their
efforts and I know that you join nme in applauding their
pr of essionali sm and courage and that of our allies.

As | have said many tinmes before, it is an honor to serve
with our nen and wormren in uniform and a greater honor to
represent them

Let me also thank the nenbers of this commttee and the
Congress for your support throughout Operation ALLI ED FORCE
Your backing of our troops sent a strong signal of our resolve
and we appreciate your continued support of Anmerica' s soldiers,
sailors, airnen, and mari nes.

Al t hough there is a long way to go before peace and

stability are restored in Kosovo and the entire region, the US
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and NATO can and shoul d take pride in the success of QOperation
ALLI ED FORCE

Despite the chal |l enges posed by a robust, nulti-layered air
def ense system very rugged terrain, and chall engi ng weat her,
the air canpaign acconplished the stated mlitary objectives, as
well as the political objectives of the US and the NATO
alliance. Today, the Serbian mlitary, paramlitary, and
speci al police have wi thdrawn from Kosovo; an international
peacekeeping force, with NATO at its core, has over 33,000
troops already in place; and over 650,000 Kosovar refugees have
returned to their hones.

Al t hough Operation ALLI ED FORCE was a success, there are —
as in every mlitary operation —areas where we can inprove our
performance, and we are commtted to exam ning the operation
carefully to identify what worked and what didn't, and to
determ ne the inplications of ALLIED FORCE for our mlitary.

As the Secretary nentioned, our Kosovo Quick Look study is
designed to rapidly capture the nost critical |essons |earned
and to begin the detail ed assessnent that will |ead to | ong-term
doctrinal, organizational and technol ogi cal changes.

The Commander in Chiefs, each of the Arned Services, every

Def ense Agency, and the Joint Staff are now in the process of
conducting their internal reviews. W hope to have the Quick
Look After Action Report conplete by the end of the summer.
However, we need to renenber that the situation in Kosovo, |ike
every international challenge, had its own uni que circunstances
the result of distinct mlitary, cultural, geographic,

political, and economc factors that forned the context for this

si tuati on.



What was successful in this conflict may not be in another
and we nust resist adopting a “one size fits all” nentality when
it cones to making decisions about mlitary strategy and
oper ati ons.

| believe that the process now underway will serve the
Nation well and will help us to draw the right |lessons fromthis
conflict. W look forward to working with you on the results at
the appropriate tine.

Bui l ding on the success of Operation ALLI ED FORCE and
creating the conditions for long-termstability require
establishing a secure environnment in Kosovo and creating civil
adm ni strative functions under the United Nations Mssion in
Kosovo (UNM K).

| have just returned from Kosovo, and | can tell you that
the forces on the ground are doing extrenely well in performng
the mlitary tasks needed to provide a secure environnment.

Currently, well over 80 percent of KFORs mlitary force is
in place and the demlitarization of the ethnic-Al banian arned
groups is proceeding. So far, the UCK | eaders appear to be
conplying with their commtnent to turn in heavy weapons and
demlitari ze.

Acconplishing the mlitary tasks, however, will not be
enough. Qur extensive experiences in contingency operations
over the past decade, ranging fromHaiti to Bosnia, have nade it
clear that solving problens rooted in religious, cultural, or
ethnic strife requires nore than ensuring a safe and secure
environment, as our mlitary forces are capably doing.

To create a lasting and durabl e solution, other
organi zati ons nust nove in and carry out the host of civil,

political, and econom c tasks necessary to build a better
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future. In this regard, we are concerned about the sl ow
progress in establishing UNM K the United Nations Mssion in
Kosovo to aid in the recovery process.

Thi s organi zation is beginning to do good work, but it is
critical that it becone fully staffed and fully functional
qui ckly to carry forward the next phase of the “heavy lifting”

t he establishnment of the essential civilian institutions.

It is inportant to note that Kosovo is not Bosnia —there
is, for exanple, less risk of an outbreak of w despread internal
armed conflict anong the entities. Therefore, we believe it may
be possible to reduce KFOR once UNMK is fully established.
Nonet hel ess, our involvenent in Kosovo will not be concl uded
qui ckly. As the Secretary nentioned, our departure does not
depend on an end date, but on acconplishing the m ssion and that
will take time. We do not intend, however, to nmeke this
i nvol venent either permanent or indefinite.

| also want to underscore the Secretary’ s caution about the
dangerous and potentially deadly situation KFOR still faces.
Thanks to thorough planning and superb execution by the troops
on the ground, we have thus far avoided | osing any of our
sol di ers, though sone have been wounded. W have been very
fortunate. Nonethel ess, the prospect of casualties remins very
real .

M. Chairman, Let ne conclude by agai n expressing ny
gratitude to the nenbers of this commttee for your support of

t he exceptional nmen and wonen we have in uniform



